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FEDIUJAHY 21, 1700.
VOTE OF CREDIT BTCL.

The order of the day was read for the third reading of this
MIL Mr. Grey moved " That it be postponed till that ^day three
weeks*

Mr.   SHERIDAN  remarked, that  it tended  to

destroy the power of the house of commons over
the public purse, as well as the jealousy which in

ail   cases of  public expenditure   they should   be
cautious to preserve.    It was the peculiar privilege
of that house, always to vote the money for the
public services upon estimates which were to be
calculated as nearly as possible to the several de-
mands of the several departments; and in cases of war
and emergency at the cud of a session, to provide for
any  extraordinary  incident  by_ a  vote  of   credit.
He observed, the right honorable gentleman had
very studiously passed over one objection  of his
honorable friend,  who made the motion for delay,
which,   was   the   magnitude   of   the    present  de-
mand,  when compared  with what  had   been the
case under former administrations.    Till the right
honorable gentleman introduced the practice, a vote
of credit never exceeded the sum of one million;
atul if he g*oes on doubling at this rate, unnoticed
and unchecked, why may he not next year, if the
war continues, come down for five millions at once.
He understood that the right honorable gentleman
made no manner of distinction between the money
granted by a vote of credit, and that granted upon
the estimates for the common current expences of
the year.    In this case, the estimates are BO longer
of any use, since there is no certainty of approba-
tion.    By the laws of his country, the right honor-
able gentleman, and every other minister, was bound
not to apply  the money voted upon  any specific
estimate to any other purpose, and constitutionally
lie could not  do   it.    Yet, according to his own
account, he puts all the money into one purse, and '